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Research Project Proposal Form 
	Project Title
	(Title must be no more than 12 words/100 characters)


	Name of Organization
	

	Department
	


	Principal Investigator

	Name
	

	Title
	

	Mailing Address
	

	City/State/Zip 
	

	Phone
	

	E-mail
	

	Project Timeline and Funding Information

	Current Year - FY28
	Multi-Year Project Information (must be completed if applicable)

	
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3

	Start Date
	07/01/2027
	
	
	

	End Date
	06/30/2028
	
	
	

	Funds Requested
	$
	$
	$
	$

	Authorized Organizational Representative

	Name
	

	Title
	

	Mailing Address
	

	City/State/Zip 
	

	Phone
	

	E-mail
	

	Signature of Principal Investigator
	Date:

	
	

	Signature of Authorized Organizational Representative
	Date:

	
	


Complete if applicable
	Name of Co-PI
	

	Organization
	

	Co-PI’s Contribution to This Project 
	


	Name of Co-PI
	

	Organization
	

	Co-PI’s Contribution to This Project 
	


	Name of Co-PI
	

	Organization
	

	Co-PI’s Contribution to This Project 
	


Process for Submitting Research Funding Requests
Researchers who plan to submit a proposal to the North Dakota Soybean Council (NDSC) must do so through Switch Box, NDSC’s project management tool. Email submissions will not be accepted.
1. Log in to Switch Box using the credentials provided. 
If you have not received access or need assistance, please contact Miki Miheguli at mmiheguli@ndsoybean.org or call 701-566-9300.
2. Complete all required sections, including the NDSC Research Project Proposal Form. If eligible and interested, also complete the SBARE Research Project Proposal Form.

3. Upload your completed proposal in PDF format.

4. Submit your proposal through Switch Box before the deadline.

New Switch Box users: You must be added as a user before submitting a proposal. 
Required Attachments Before Submitting Your Proposal

The following documents are required and must be uploaded when submitting your proposal:

1. Completed NDSC Research Project Proposal Form
2. Completed SBARE Research Project Proposal Form for eligible and interested applicants (Optional)
3. A recorded presentation (maximum length: 10 minutes) explaining your proposal & how it will benefit soybean farmers. The maximum file size allowed in Switch Box is 150 MB
4. PowerPoint slides (ppt format) to support your presentation 

Your recorded presentation should clearly display your slides as the main screen with you visible in a smaller window (e.g., upper or lower corner) as you present. This format helps the committee follow both your explanation and your visuals. You can easily create this recording using Zoom, Microsoft Teams, or similar platforms by sharing your screen while recording your presentation.

Please note: proposals will not be considered without the recorded presentation and PowerPoint slides uploaded to Switch Box by the deadline.
After Submission

Once your proposal is submitted, the NDSC Research Committee will review all materials, including the recorded presentation. Miki Miheguli will reach out via email or phone if there are any questions.

You are not required to attend or present in person at the NDSC Research Committee meeting.

For questions or assistance, email Miki Miheguli at mmiheguli@ndsoybean.org or call 701-566-9300.
Proposal Overview (1-page max)
1. Non-Technical Summary 
Provide a 250-word or about 1250 characters summary of the proposed research in non-technical terms. Do not duplicate information presented in the main body of the proposal.
2. Objectives: 
Using non-technical terms, list measurable objectives that will be accomplished by the research. The objectives should be specific, measurable, achievable, relevant and time-based.
3. Project deliverables: 
List anticipated deliverables of the research.
4. Benefit to North Dakota Soybean Farmers: 
Highlight why the research should be funded with the soybean checkoff and how it will directly benefit North Dakota soybean farmers in the short term and long-term.
Description of the Proposed Research (5-page max)
Provide a description of the proposed research written in non-technical terms. Provide enough detail so technical reviewers can make an accurate assessment of the importance and quality of the proposed research. Include the following:
a. Brief project justification and rationale: 
Identify research needs, brief review of similar academic and industry research and how proposed research is necessary, novel, and how it will benefit soybean growers’ overall profitability.  
b. Description of Proposed Research:  
Work/experiments to be done including materials and methods needed to achieve the objectives, purpose, expected outcome, contribution to project goal. If applicable, please include research locations, treatments and experimental procedures. 
c. Describe potential barriers to achieving anticipated results: 
Include anticipated problems that could occur which interfere or compromise research and risk mitigation strategies. 
d. Other similar work and funding: 
Proposed research may complement and extend but must not duplicate already funded research.  
e. Clear statement of communication and outreach strategies: 
Describe how research results will be communicated and made available to North Dakota soybean growers.
f. Timeline

g. Key references

Project Budget Form

Proposed Budget Summary: 

Supplemental detail or budget justification will be required on all items.

	Salaries:
	

	Professional Staff:
	$

	Graduate Research Assistant:
	$

	Undergraduate Students
	$

	Technical Support:
	$

	Fringe Benefits
	$

	                                                                          Total Salaries and Fringe Benefits:
	$


	Operating Costs:
	

	Land Rent/Leases:
	$

	Postage/Shipping:
	$

	Printing:
	$

	Repairs:
	$

	Signs: (Agronomic Plots Only)
	$

	Operating Fees: (Greenhouse, Soil Testing etc.)
	$

	Supplies:  
	$

	Other:
	$

	Total Operating Costs:
	$


	Travel:
	

	Domestic Conference:
	$

	Travel to Field Trial Sites:
	$

	Total Travel 
	$


	Grand Total = Salaries + Operating costs + Travel   
	$


Note: 

· NDSC allows researchers to budget up to $1,000 per grant for expenses to attend and present NDSC funded research results at regional and national conferences. NDSC will need a copy of the presentation and agenda for the conference. 

· Domestic travel exceeding allocated travel budget requires prior written approval from NDSC. 

Budget Narrative and Justification (one page max)
Please clearly explain how the funds will be used for by category 
a. Salaries and Wages

b. Fringe Benefits 

c. Operating Costs 

d. Travel
· Domestic Conferences:

Include estimated costs for registration fees, travel, lodging and other related expenses

· Travel to Field Trial Sites:

Include estimated costs for mileage/transportation, lodging (if applicable) and other related expenses.

List other Funding Sources and Amount: Funding from other sources that impact proposal objectives should be disclosed in this section. Please list in-kind contributions separately at the bottom. 
	Organization Name
	Matching Funding Amount

	
	$

	
	$

	
	$

	
	$

	Organization Name
	In-kind Contribution Amount

	
	$

	
	$
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