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4852 Rocking Horse Circle South  Fargo, ND 58104 

Request for Proposals for FY26 Funding Year 
Issued January 7, 2025
Important: Please note time-sensitive material. Distribute to appropriate Faculty and Staff as soon as possible. 
To: Interested Organizations, Institutions, and Individuals

From: Miki Miheguli, Director of Agronomy & Research, North Dakota Soybean Council
Purpose: The North Dakota Soybean Council (NDSC) is seeking soybean New Uses research project renewal requests and new proposals for funding for FY 2026 (July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026). The NDSC board funds research projects that support the NDSC’s mission and vision, and address NDSC’s soybean production and breeding research priorities. 
If other individuals in your organization would be interested in submitting a funding request, please pass this information on to them. 
For questions regarding NDSC’s research RFP process, please contact Miki Miheguli at 701-566-9300 or 701-566-3619. You can also email Miki at mmiheguli@ndsoybean.org. 

Overview of the North Dakota Soybean Council
The NDSC was established in 1985. Since 1991, as a Qualified State Soybean Board (QSSB) under the federal Soybean Promotion, Research and Consumer Information Act, each farmer contributes ½ of 1% of the price of each bushel at the first point of sale towards the soy checkoff.  The NDSC has overseen the investment of 50 percent of North Dakota’s soybean-checkoff dollars (The other 50 percent goes to the United Soybean Board). 

Headquartered in Fargo, North Dakota, the NDSC’s primary goal is to invest soybean checkoff funds in research, market development, promotion, and educational programs designed to improve soybean profitability.

Vision: Growing a legacy of successful farmers.
Mission: Innovating to expand partnerships, markets, and opportunities for the success of North Dakota soybean growers.
Important Dates:

· NDSC Request for Proposal (RFP) sent to Universities – January 7, 2025
· Proposals due – By 4:00 PM on Thursday, February 13, 2025 
· Proposals received after the due date will not be accepted
· March 25, 2025 – Oral presentations at the NDSC office in Fargo
· Award notifications are made by April 11, 2025
· FY 2026 funding cycle – July 1, 2025, to June 30, 2026 
· December 1, 2025 - Progress report due to the NDSC

· June 30, 2026 – Technical Report due to the NDSC

· June 30, 2026 – Executive Summary due to the NDSC 
· August 15, 2026 – Final Financial Report due to NDSC
Important Reminders:
· Submit a separate proposal for each project.
· Email a PDF document of each proposal to mmiheguli@ndsoybean.org at the NDSC office. Hard copy is not required. Fax transmissions will not be accepted.  
· Any modifications to the Research Funding Forms will void the proposal.
Process for Submitting Research Funding Requests

Researchers interested in submitting a proposal should provide an electronic copy of the following documents in PDF format by the due date:

a. Cover Sheet (pages 1-2) 
b. Proposal Overview (page 3)
c. Description of the Proposed Research (pages 4-7) 
d. Project Budget Form (page 8) & Budget Narrative and Justification (page 9) 
How Proposals will be Evaluated
The NDSC’s research proposals will be evaluated based on their ability to successfully address North Dakota soybean production challenges. The NDSC board will consider research projects that support the NDSC’s mission, vision, and address NDSC’s soybean production and breeding research priorities outlined in this document. The NDSC will use the following as evaluation criteria:
· Brief project justification and rationale; no duplication of previous research efforts
· Impact on soybean yield, quality, and profitability

· Detailed description of proposed research – goals, specific objectives, proposed work
· Measures of success, milestones, and a list of project deliverables to the NDSC

· Clear statement of communication and outreach strategies

· Other related funding – to demonstrate the ability to leverage NDSC funding with other sources of funding.
· Clear statement and description of a cost-efficient budget
Proposals selected for consideration will require a ten (10) minute oral presentation by the Principal Investigator (PI) to members of the NDSC Research Committee in person or virtually on March 25, 2025. The presentation schedule will be provided following receipt of the proposal. The NDSC’s funding decisions will be communicated by April 11, 2025.

The NDSC research committee will utilize the following “Research Priorities” for the FY 2026 Research Funding Requests:
1. There might be opportunities to work with soybean crushing plants to produce soy-based value-added materials/raw materials - from soybean oil, meal, or hulls - for various industries.

2. Market research, techno-economic analysis, and life-cycle analysis are needed to show the cost and benefits of producing value-added industrial materials at soybean crushing facilities. 

3. The value of soy protein can be better captured by using soy protein as a food ingredient.

4. Combining soy ingredients such as soybean oil, meal and hulls at a certain ratio may present new opportunities in developing soy-based industrial materials such as thermoplastics and composites.

5. Breeding efforts tailored to end uses may present opportunities.

6. Soy-based products may offer solutions in military applications. For example, replacing soy-based materials with PFOS-based materials can present opportunities. 

7. Opportunities also exist to develop soy-based polymers for various industries.  

8. Applying and being qualified for USDA’s bio-based preferred certification may present opportunities for soy-based products. Biobased products that are certified through the BioPreferred Program’s Voluntary Labeling Initiative are allowed to display the USDA Certified Biobased Product label on their packaging. This label allows consumers to easily identify that the biobased product has been third-party tested and verified for its percent biobased content.

9. Soybean processing byproducts can also be used to develop novel bio-based epoxy resins for food and beverage can coatings to replace petro-based monomers that may leach into preserved food, causing severe health effects.

10. Other opportunities include the use of soybean meal and waste products in biogas production, the use of soy ingredients to produce soy-based green corrosion-inhibiting additives, bio-based scale inhibitors, and scale dissolvers. 

Research proposals are expected to be concise (no more than 9 pages) and must contain the following:

Page 1 - 2 – Cover Sheet: proposal budget summary and contact information. Include the following:
a. Project Title: A clear and concise description of the research proposed.
b. Contact information for principal investigator and all co-investigators. All correspondence will be sent to the principal investigator. 

c. Dates of the Research Funding Request: Indicate the start and end dates for the proposed research. 
Page 3 – Proposal Overview. Include the following:
a. Non-Technical Summary: Please provide a 250-word summary of proposed research in non-technical terms. Do not duplicate in this section what is presented in the main body of the proposal.
b. Objectives: Using non-technical terms, list measurable objectives that will be accomplished by the research.

c. Project Deliverables: List anticipated deliverables of the research. 

d. Benefit to North Dakota Soybean Farmers: Highlight why the research should be funded with the soybean check-off and how it will directly benefit North Dakota soybean farmers.
Page 4 - 7 – Description of the Proposed Research 
Provide a description of the proposed research written in non-technical terms. Provide enough detail so that technical reviewers can make an accurate assessment of the importance and quality of the proposed research. Include the following:
a. Brief Project Justification and Rationale:  Identify research needs, brief review of similar academic and industry research and how proposed research is necessary, novel, and how it will benefit soybean growers’ overall profitability.  
b. Detailed Description of Proposed Research:  Clearly Describe work/experiments to be done including materials and methods needed to achieve the objectives, purpose, expected outcome, contribution to project goal. 
c. Describe Potential Barriers to Achieving Anticipated Results: Anticipated problems that could occur which interfere or compromise research. 
d. Other Similar Work and Funding: Proposed research may complement and extend but must not duplicate already funded research.  
e. Clear Statement of Communication and Outreach Strategies: Briefly describe how research results will be communicated and made available to North Dakota soybean growers.
f. Timeline/project schedule
g. Key references (if applicable)
Page 8 - 9 – Project Budget Form (Page 8) & Budget Narrative and Justification (Page 9)
a. Do not alter Project Budget Form. Modifying the form can void proposal.
b. Principal investigator does not receive a salary from NDSC. Including principal investigator salary on the budget is strictly prohibited. 
c. Budget Narrative and Justification: Please explain what the funds will be used for by category (i.e., salary & fringe, travel, etc…). Funding from other sources that impact on the proposal’s objectives should be disclosed in this section.
Guidelines & Information for Research Funding Requests Submitted to NDSC
a. Funding requests should provide clear and measurable goals and milestones that will enable the NDSC to determine project progress.

b. A multi-year project may be considered but the NDSC can only approve funding for one fiscal year at a time. The applicant must come back to the NDSC for approval for annual funding. The NDSC reserves the right to fund or not fund. 
c. NDSC does not allow the purchase of depreciable capital equipment. 
d. Researchers may include domestic travel expenses, not to exceed $1000 per research project, to attend and present the NDSC funded research results at a regional and national conference. A copy of the presentations and agenda must be provided to NDSC before reimbursement. 
e. Budget and budget justification must be stated and coincide with the NDSC’s FY 26 fiscal year - July 1, 2025, through June 30, 2026.  

f. Proposals must be no more than eight (9) typed one-sided pages using Times New Roman font 12 with 1-inch margins top, bottom, and sides on 8 ½ x 11 paper. Proposals longer than 9 pages will not be considered. 

Other Information
a. All proposals submitted to the NDSC in response to this RFP will become the sole property of the NDSC. Acceptance of any proposal (or portion thereof) by the NDSC shall not impose any obligations on the NDSC or entitle the requestor to any financial compensation or reimbursement for the costs of producing, assembling, or providing the proposal to the NDSC.

b. The NDSC reserves the right to interview, at no cost to the NDSC, all qualified persons requesting grant funding.

c. The NDSC reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, if in its sole judgment, the proposals have been insufficiently responsive to the NDSC’s objectives or do not comply with the stated guidelines. 
Funded FY 2026 Project Requirements and Reports for Approved Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)

a. Payments are reimbursed on an expense-incurred basis (Proof of Payment – receipts are required)

b. A written progress report is required on or before December 1, 2025. No reimbursement of expenses will be paid after December 1, 2025, without the progress report.

c. Two (2) final reports are due by or before June 30, 2026:

d. Technical Report within the range of 750 – 1250 words with a maximum of four figures, tables. (8 pages Maximum) 

e. Executive Summary of up to 400 words (maximum) written in non-technical terms for the public and publication. Three high-resolution pictures and graphs (one team picture or a PI picture in the lab or field conducting the research; two high-resolution graphs or tables that can summarize research results) with captions are needed and must be sent separately in jpeg format.
f. Aug 15, 2026, a final financial report is due. This report is to include all incurred costs up to June 30, 2026.

g. Adjustments to the budget are permitted with prior approval from the NDSC but no additional funding is permitted. Please try to plan carefully so adjustments are not necessary.

h. Research must be completed during the funding year. NOTE: Six (6) month No-cost extensions are not encouraged but available if delays in the research occur because of circumstances beyond the researcher’s control. If a research project is to be continued into the next funding year, the principal investigator must complete a “Request for No-Cost Extension of Approved Research Projects” form by May 15, 2026, for consideration at the June research committee meeting.

i. Domestic travel exceeding allocated travel budget MUST have written approval from the NDSC BEFORE the travel occurs. Without prior NDSC approval travel may not be reimbursed/denied reimbursement. 
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